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Thank you [MC tbc]
· Dr Chin Dae-je [Korean Minister of Information & Communication]
· distinguished guests
· ladies and gentlemen.
Good morning - it is a pleasure to be here at this very special gathering.
Over the next two days Korea and Australia have the opportunity to strengthen old ties and generate new ones.
It is also a pleasure to have New Zealand joining us at this Summit and expanding the scope of this important group.

As liberal democracies in the Asia-Pacific region, Korea and Australia cooperate closely on significant issues like regional security, and we have strong links in our trade and investment.

Both countries also share common goals in seeking to make the most of broadband technology.  While our strengths in this area may be different, we are fortunate that they complement each other well.
At the inaugural Broadband Summit held on the Gold Coast in 2003, it became clear that information and communications technology is an area of unrealised potential in the Korea-Australia relationship, and that both countries are committed to giving priority to this relationship.
I am excited and honoured to be leading the way forward as the Australian Minister for this portfolio, and I would like to take this opportunity to address some of our shared goals and challenges.
Australian uptake
The Australian Government - like the Korean Government - is keenly interested in the deployment of broadband infrastructure.  As we both know, it holds great social and economic benefits for our citizens and organisations.

The 34th President of the United States, Mr Dwight D Eisenhower once said:
 “Neither a wise nor a brave man lies down on the tracks of history to wait for the train of the future to run over him.”
The development of ICT and its growing impact on the global economy looks very much like that train of the future, and the Australian Government will not lie down on the tracks waiting for its arrival.

But the Australian Government recognises that broadband itself is simply an enabling technology.  Its power lies in its transformational potential, altering how people work, learn, conduct business and access entertainment.
Australians have been quick to adopt earlier generations of information technology, such as faxes, mobile phones and the Internet.
Like most developed nations our early take up of broadband was gradual, but we are now really beginning to move up the adoption curve.

Australia is rapidly climbing the global rankings for broadband take-up and according to the reputable Nielsen//NetRatings survey, we have overtaken Sweden and now have the sixth highest take-up rate.
The survey shows that almost 52 per cent of Australian homes - about 4.4 million Australians - are using broadband for the Internet.  This is being delivered predominantly through ADSL and cable, with smaller usage of satellite and other technologies.
Around 96 per cent of the population is estimated to have access to at least one digital television service, opening the way for new ‘datacasting services’.
While consumer take-up of digital television in Australia was initially modest - as it was in other countries and as it usually is with new technologies - the signs of growth are encouraging.

There are also already a number of broadband wireless services available in Australia, mainly in metropolitan areas.

Australia’s challenges
Unlike Korea, Australia faces the challenge of broadband deployment over large sparsely inhabited regions.
When one considers that South Korea’s population is two and a half times the population of Australia but in an area 1/78th the size, you can understand that our approaches to broadband policy are going to differ.
To look at this picture another way, just more than one third of Australia’s population - about 7 million people - live outside our capital cities.  So in our vast regional areas we have only one seventh of Korea’s population in an area nearly 80 times as large.
Nevertheless, we are progressing and finding the technological and economic solutions to these challenges.

More than 98 per cent of the total Australian population has terrestrial mobile phone coverage and the whole country can access satellite services.
So the focus of much of our policies and initiatives has been on the roll out of broadband infrastructure and services to the regional, rural and remote areas of Australia.
For example, we have two dedicated programs - the National Communications Fund and the Coordinated Communications Infrastructure Fund - that are supporting 21 projects delivering improved broadband to regional areas across virtually the whole of Australia.
These programs are providing outcomes as diverse as optic fibre and wireless backbone infrastructure, satellite delivery of interactive distance education and advanced e-health services like tele-radiology and hospital pre-admission clinics via video-conference.

While using this targeted support to encourage the development of sustainable markets, the primary emphasis of the Australian Government continues to be on maintaining a regulatory regime that supports competition and commercial investment in telecommunications networks.

Complementary links
The particular strengths of Australia’s ICT industry lie in our broadband applications and content development, particularly in application software, system software and IT services.

These complement Korea’s strengths which lie in broadband take-up, Internet and CDMA technologies and IT products.
This Summit is a valuable opportunity for us to identify where we may be able to work together - whether in software and applications, content development and delivery, or in marketing.

Australia’s Framework for the Future Report Enabling Our Future identified key opportunities for the Australian ICT industry to participate in the global ICT industry.

This includes the development of specialised software applications and the provision of specialist services to multinational companies - such as R&D or regional hub services.
The Australian Government is keen to strengthen our international links and we are fostering the environment needed for sustained growth, like a strong economy, a stable political system and taxation reform.

In ICT specifically, we have made an unprecedented commitment to creating a climate that encourages innovation - developing skills, generating new ideas and turning them into commercial success.

We are also implementing a range of initiatives to assist the ICT industry, such as export promotion and investment attraction, software development, supporting and promoting R&D, providing infrastructure support, supporting small and medium enterprises, leveraging government procurement and supporting the broader uptake of ICT.
National Broadband Strategy

Since the first Broadband Summit the Australian Government has also put in place the National Broadband Strategy.
This is helping to improve access to broadband for people all around Australia.  The strategy emphasises effective market competition, complemented by targeted funding initiatives and other measures.

The focus of this strategy is to encourage the effective use of broadband services in key sectors like health, education and research, and in regional, rural and remote areas of Australia.
These are sectors that greatly benefit all Australians and also deliver the best social and economic return from our broadband investment.
The Australian Government has provided $142.8 million to meet these goals.
The key initiatives include the $107.8 million Higher Bandwidth Incentive Scheme (HiBIS), the $23.7 million Coordinated Communications Infrastructure Fund (CCIF), and $8.4 million for Demand Aggregation Brokers.

This is a significant investment and to oversee progress, we have established the National Broadband Strategy Implementation Group to monitor, measure and regularly evaluate these initiatives across regions and sectors.
Other elements of broadband

Of course, there are many other elements of broadband that Australia is progressing.
We can look to the future of broadband services through the window of the Australian Government’s Advanced Networks Program, which has developed multi-gigabit optic fibre networks linking researchers around the country.
One great example in the telehealth field is the Virtual Critical Care Unit, which uses digital video over IP technology developed by CeNTIE.

This product allows a city-based medical specialist to interact with a team of health professionals located at a remote hospital via a high capacity broadband link that transmits high quality video, sound and digital images.

This enables quality health care to be delivered, which would otherwise be hindered by the vast geographical distances we experience in Australia.

Gary Doherty is here from the CSIRO and I am sure he would be very happy to discuss this technology and indeed other innovations with those of you who are interested.
Another good example of how optic fibre networks are benefiting Australians is a location-based mobile service, which allows a mobile phone user to receive SMS messages - and potentially graphic displays - indicating where and when public transport is available.
Needless to say there are times when this product would not only come in handy, but it could be essential to conducting business.

I can see it now … … a top executive has an important meeting in town - his car has broken down - so he takes out his 3G mobile to find out when the next train can take him to his destination - the information arrives - he catches the train - he makes the meeting in plenty of time - and he closes the deal!
These are the kinds of technologies that Australians are in the midst of developing.
Horden Wiltshire from m.Net is also here with us and is the person to speak to about this and other innovative mobile applications from Australia.
Going digital
In 2001 the Australian Government also commenced the process of converting analogue terrestrial television to digital.  And as I mentioned earlier we have been making steady progress in this area and consumer take-up is growing.
This process provides for the introduction of datacasting services by new players - new digital-only services that are different to the traditional broadcasting services.
To ensure that Australians are provided with a range of innovative services that are different to the traditional ones, datacasting is subject to certain restrictions that are designed to encourage innovation.

Also in the digital arena, we are keen to make progress with digital video broadcasting to handheld (DVB-H) devices, enabling the provision of new and innovative digital services to be portable.
We are expecting a trial to commence in the Sydney market this year and are very excited about what it holds in store.

Digital content

We are also very excited about digital content.
The digital content industry in Australia is enjoying a high international profile, and our digital production companies include many internationally recognised films among their work, like Moulin Rouge and Hero.
Such innovations are essential to our future prosperity as a nation and have the potential to drive the take-up of technologies like broadband.
For example, content created for both broadband and digital television allows viewers to have their choice of either watching a show as a scheduled program or watching it whenever the viewer wants - on demand, through a broadband connection.

The Australian Government is very supportive of this industry and last year we made a commitment to develop a comprehensive Digital Content Strategy.
The objective of this strategy is to accelerate the production, distribution and marketing of digital content and applications both domestically and internationally.

We gave this commitment because we recognise that digital content and applications will become increasingly important, both in economic terms and as a means of expressing Australia’s cultural identity.

Understandably there is a high degree of focus by the industry on the development of both broadband content and distribution channels for local and international markets.

The Australian Government is actively encouraging this development and is supporting the Digital Content Industry Action Agenda, being led by the industry.
Proposals are currently being developed to build the long term sustainability of Australia’s digital content industry and help keep us on a competitive edge in business.

The Action Agenda is expected to report later this year, and I am looking forward to what it will offer - not just for Australia but for our international partners too.
International partners
Both Australia and Korea have common interests in the international broadband arena.
For example, following the first Broadband Summit we signed a Memorandum of Understanding to counter spam on the Internet.
We are also both active participants in the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which considers a wide range of information and communications technology issues, like Internet governance.
Clearly, we are united in our quests for security and efficiency in ICT, and the time has come for us to take the next important steps in advancing our broadband links.
Conclusion
Both Australia and Korea have previously acknowledged the need for a strategic approach to collaboration.

It is important that we realise the potential inherent in our partnership and that we cooperate in mutually beneficial ways.
Like all good partnerships we complement each other well.  Korea brings strength in infrastructure and products, and Australia brings strength in content and software.

The future in broadband for both countries looks bright with promise and ripe with opportunity.
The inventor Charles F Kettering put it succinctly: 

“We should all be concerned about the future because we will have to spend the rest of our lives there.”
This is why we are all here, looking forward earnestly and energetically, anticipating and creating the futures for both our nations.

The Australian Government is committed to working with you on this venture and I look forward to great things being achieved over the course of this Summit.

Thank you.


